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Rendaku

Rendaku is a phenomenon that can affect the pronunciations of kanji in compound
words, when kanji appear in the middle or at the end of a word. Kanji pronunciations
that contain the consonants in the following table can change as shown below.

ch—j (e.g., chi — ji) k — g (e.g. koto — goto)
f—b (e.g., fun— bun) s — z (e.g., sushi — zushi
f—p (e.g., fuku — puku) sh —j (e.g., sha — ja)
h—b (e.g,hito — bito) t—d (e.g., toki — doki)
h—p (e.g., hai — pai) ts — z (e.g., tsukai — zukai

If you cannot find a kanji pronunciation that you are seeking in the Pronunciation
Index starting on page 524, it may have been affected by rendaku. If so, you may be
able to use the table above to help find it.

In the Kanji Catalogue starting on page 401, we are unable to provide retrieval cues
for all of the alternative pronunciations associated with the rendaku phenomenon. For
this reason, you will sometimes see a kanji pronunciation without an accompanying cue

in the Catalogue. For example, N hito, reference # 13, can also be pronounced “bito,”
but only a retrieval cue for “hito” is provided. [The cue is “HiroHito was a A hito
(person)...”] In reference # 13, and in some other kanji references, we use a superscripted
“1” to identify pronunciations like bito', for which no retrieval cues are provided. The
footnote to which this superscript refers appears only on page 403.

In some words, two Japanese kanji are repeated, one after the other, and the second

kanji is replaced by the repetition symbol & . If this repetition occurs with kanji

pronunciations that are affected by rendaku, the second kanji may be pronounced
differently from the first one, in accordance with the rules of rendaku. For example,

R % kigi = many trees, A & hitobito = people, 1 & kuchiguchi = every mouth,
JA % hisabisa = a long time ago, H 4 hibi = every day, [E] 4 kuniguni = countries,

FSF % tokidoki = sometimes, 15 & samazama = various and /£ % hanabana = flowers.
For some words containing the repetition symbol 4 , like ZJ* % shoushou (a little)

and IR % tsugitsugi (one after the other), the rules of rendaku are not applied, and both

kanji are pronounced in the same way. Words like 4, % iroiro (various), which don’t

contain any of the consonants listed in the table above, are obviously not affected by
rendaku.
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Kanji Pronunciation Index

The alphabetizing system for the Kanji Pronunciation Index places blank spaces first
and then the letter "a," followed by the other letters in alphabetical order.

Some kanji pronunciations are non-standard, i.e., they are neither on’yomi (Chinese
readings) nor kun’yomi (Japanese readings), and they only appear in a single word. We
call these pronunciations exceptional because they are unique exceptions to the standard
ways in which the kanji are pronounced, and we mark them with italics in this book.

For example, consider the word WELZ ama (female pearl diver), which we italicize
in romaji. The italics tell us that the “a” pronunciation is exceptional, meaning that when

a” is used as a pronunciation for Y, it is neither on’yomi nor kun’yomi, and it is used
in only one word. The same thing is true for the “ma” pronunciation in this word.

Japanese people use kanji combinations for some words without breaking the words
into separate pronunciations for each kanji. In spite of that, we have chosen to break
such words into separate pronunciations whenever it seemed practical to do so, so that it
students would be able to look them up easily.

For example, JE A8 1abi (Japanese socks) is recognized as a single word by Japanese
people, not as a combination of two kanji with different pronunciations that can be
combined. The same thing is true for A H kyou (today), — H tsuitachi (the first of the
month), WEH kinou (yesterday), KN otona (adult), and so forth. The pronunciations

that we assign to the individual kanji in these words are only intended to help people
who are looking up pronunciations in this book, and they have no other significance.

There are two words used in this book that contain kanji with exceptional
pronunciations which cannot be practically divided into separate sounds for each kanji:
obaasan FHEE S A (grandmother) and BT A ojiisan (grandfather). These
two pronunciations, “baa fi £} and “jii f42,” are the only ones listed in this Index as
combinations of kanji.

Finally, please note that sometimes stem forms of verbs, i.e., pre-masu forms, are
used as pronunciations for kanji. For example, hanashi, derived from sLET
hanashimasu (to speak), is a possible pronunciation of Gifi. Also, B yomi, derived from
FEAFET yomimasu (to read), is a possible pronunciation of 3. In this Index, we

include a number of pronunciations based on stem forms, but there are may be others
that we omit.



A 31
AP —154
A F-171
A 7% - 248
A/N-253
A —256
A 2293
Af —294

A BE 313

A F 337

A BH —413

A JE—449

A —460
Abu f& — 547
Ai & —294
Ai % - 523
Aida [A] — 411
Aji M — 245
Aka ] — 154
Aka R — 447
Aki B — 154
Aki FK — 445
Aku - 313
Ama X — 189
Ama ¥ — 261
Ama T — 541
Ame ¥ — 261
An % - 120
An ‘% — 236
An I — 268
Ane 1ifi — 241
Ani J—420
Ao H-155
Ara 7 — 389
Ara 7t — 423
Arawa & — 582
Ari H —460
Aru #* — 408
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Asa 5 — 291
Ashi W — 154
Ashi & — 449
Aso i — 360
Ata ¥4 - 31
Ata 1] — 362
Atai fili — 484
Atai i — 571
Atama 85 — 93
Atara T — 389
Atata 5% — 38
Atata Il — 257
Ato & — 335
Atsu A — 65
Atsu J& — 185
Atsu £ — 202
Atsu & — 278
Aya f& — 547
Ayama 18— 361
Ayu #* — 408
Ba i — 37

Ba £} - 50

Ba 35— 403
Ba 9&k— 477
Ba 1t — 487
Ba i — 533
Ba % — 543
Baa 1272
Bai & -89
Bai 1% — 269
Bai 5 — 425
Bako # — 142
Ban Wt — 35
Ban J7 — 113
Ban & — 328
Bana f6—211

Banashi & — 433

Bara A — 591

Bashi #& — 139
Baya H. - 34
Bayashi #K — 125
Be 5 — 267
Be i — 362
Be ] — 561
Bei 2K — 326
Ben ) — 474
Ben 18 — 481
Beni #L — 247
Betsu 5! — 561
Bi H —32

Bi i — 367
Bi ‘K — 443
Bi 4% — 581
Biki 5| — 476
Bin {5 — 481
Biro Jix — 494
Bito A —13
Bo £ - 50
Boku H —51
Boku A& — 118
Boku % - 333
Boku 4t —373
Bon A — 123
Boso #fl — 220
Bou & — 85
Bou 5 — 243
Bou = - 310
Bou T= — 585
Bou C — 586
Bu R~ - 176
Bu [% — 178
Bu & — 267
Bu %) — 401
Bu % — 583
Bu % — 584
Buki & — 262



Bukuro & — 581
Bumi X — 25
Bun 3 — 25
Bun %3 — 105
Bun [ — 412
Bune Y — 602
Buto X — 191
Butsu 4 — 401
Byaku & —47
Byou %4 — 369
Byou % — 582
Cha A% — 212
Chaku %&— 52
Chi T -22

Chi J] —102
Chi # - 159
Chi 7L — 186
Chi ik — 322
Chi &1 — 323
Chi £ — 350
Chi #t — 503
Chi . — 504
Chi & — 539
Chi & — 569
Chi fi — 571
Chichi &2 — 143
Chichi L — 186
Chiga i — 355
Chii /s — 253
Chika T — 390
Chikara 77 — 107
Chiku 77 — 134
Chin & - 407
Cho ## — 232
Cho [H. - 570
Choku [H. — 570
Chou H] — 70
Chou E — 284
Chou #| — 291
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Chou 7 — 441
Chou & — 477
Chou £ —502
Chou f5 — 555
Chuu # -8
Chuu #t -9
Chuu & — 49
Chuu 7 — 168
Chuu 5 — 381
Da 37 — 11

Da H — 68
Da  — 147
Da T - 590
Dachi 3T — 11
Dachi 2% — 347
Dai K — 188
Dai N — 396
Dai ;& — 454
Dai 5 — 529
Dai 55 — 530
Dai 15 — 538
Dai f{ — 552
Daka = — 19
Dama & — 169
Dan B% — 38
Dan % — 109
Dan B¢ — 559
Dare # — 440
De F - 23

De i — 147
De % — 304
De 6 — 529
Den H — 68
Den & — 263
Den 1z — 345
Dera =f — 213
Do +-59
Do 1k - 173
Do & —319

Do it — 432
Do ¥ — 498
Do %% —519
Dokoro FT — 391
Doku 7t — 432
Domo i — 486
Doo = — 351
Doo 1# — 365
Dou i — 64
Dou #)j — 286
Dou 8 — 287
Dou [A] — 339
Dou & — 349
Dou f&] - 563
E % - 199

E #& — 223

E & - 284

E 2 -293

E # — 453
Eda £ — 128
Ei B - 36

Ei % - 43

Ei ¥k — 255
Eki R — 380
Eki 5 — 402
Eki 1%— 557
En H -39
En ¥ — 60
En [& - 279
En % — 351
Era 1% — 352
Etsu &% — 453
Fu % — 61
Fu & - 87
Fu f - 132
Fu £ — 133
Fu & — 143
Fu A~ —-176
Fu [ - 178



Fu £ - 208
Fu i — 463
Fu fift — 475
Fu J&l — 479
Fu 1€ - 527
Fu # — 531
Fu "X — 537
Fu 3% — 576
Fuku filx — 150
Fuku 18 — 527

Fukuro 48 — 581

Fun %3 — 105
Funa #fY — 602
Fune #iy — 602
Furu /& — 265
Furu 7 — 392
Furu % — 394
Futa — -2
Futo X — 191
Futsu —. -2
Fuu & — 479
Fuyu %4 - 234
Ga ] — 77

Ga ¥ — 184
Ga & —294
Ga % - 501
Ga % - 551
Ga % — 589
Gae X — 356
Gae £ — 551
Gai 4+ — 163
Gai 2 — 293
Gaku % — 184
Gaku % — 520
Gama 1 — 141
Gami f — 221
Gami i — 273
Gan i — 94
Gan A - 95
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Gan Jt — 421
Gan 5 — 500
Gao #H — 95
Garu £ — 289
Gata /7 - 114
Gata # — 198
Gatari 78 — 435
Gato # — 198
Gatsu H — 148
Gawa /1| — 250
Gawa flll — 490
Ge 4t — 163
Ge T -172
Ge & — 321
Ge H —522
Gei 1 - 358
Gen [#] — 411
Gen J© — 421
Gen E —430
Getsu /] — 148
Gi & —52

Gi 9] -103

Gi K-118
Gi & - 321
Gi fi] - 412
Gi i — 438
Gi L - 452
Gin 4z — 301
Gin #R — 302
Giwa &% — 379
Go 1. -179
Go 1 — 182
Go 7 - 207
Go % — 335
Go 1 —392
Go 75 — 435
Goko 'L> — 306
Goku [E — 170
Gon 4> — 301

Gon & — 430
Gori 5% — 605
Goro tH — 96
Goto f& — 336
Goto 3 — 416
Gou & —294
Gou ¥ - 332
Gou & —470
Gou 78 — 478
Gu E - 100
Gura %5 — 520
Guchi [ —426
Gumo ZE — 264
Gurai fiz. — 270
Guro & - 76
Gusuri 3£ — 521
Gyo £ — 80
Gyoku £ — 169
Gyou 3 — 332
Gyou 1T — 334
Gyou J&Z - 573
Gyuu 4 - 205
Ha — -2

Ha /\ - 15

Ha Bk — 36

Ha I§ — 37

Ha 4 — 208
Ha ¥ — 298
Ha A0 — 309
Ha ik — 477
Ha p§ — 533
Ha % — 543
Ha % — 587
Hachi /\ — 15
Haguku & — 151
Haha £} — 50
Hai A — 14
Hai 1§ — 152
Hai JX — 444



Hai i — 466
Hai £ — 593
Haji #J] — 104
Haji s — 309
Haji 14 — 540
Haka [¥¢| — 281
Haka it — 434
Hako 7§ — 142
Hako & — 354
Haku H - 44
Haku 78 — 46
Haku 7 — 258
Han - — 331
Han fix — 400
Hana % — 117
Hana {£ — 211
Hana 7§ — 433
Hanashi &% — 433
Har W5 - 37
Hara 4 — 591
Haru % - 506
Hashi & — 139
Hashi 7= — 450
Hata 1 — 137
Hatara {8 — 287
Hatsu £J) — 104
Hatsu %\é‘ 298
Hatsu %% — 501
Haya . —
Haya i — 359
Hayashi #k — 125
Hazu 4} — 163
He 1172
He #% — 224
He & — 267
Hei P — 414
Hei i — 575
Hen /" — 181
Hen X — 356
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Hen iJ — 362
Hen & — 553
Hi H —32

Hi 47 —299
Hi % — 307
Hi J% — 370
Hi /k —443
Hi 5| - 476
Hi & 574
Hidari /2 — 456
Higashi 3 — 508
Hika Yt — 448
Hikari )t — 448
Hiki 5| — 476
Hiku {1 — 222
Hin &h -5
Hira Bf — 413
Hiro )~ — 494
Hiro 5 — 595
Hiru & — 49
Hisa /A — 30
Hito — -1
Hito A —13
Hitsu #— 307
Ho %§- 298
Ho 4k —373
Ho #* — 408
Ho #k — 535
Hoka #} — 163
Hoka ftfl — 505
Hoku k- 373
Hon A— 123
Hoshi £ — 48
Hoso #fl — 220
Hou 5 — 114
Hou /i — 117
Hou % — 344
Hou # — 386
Hou tJ — 548

Hyaku 5 —47
Hyou # — 582
IAN-14

IH 153
14 -208

I3 -238
IR —245
I\ —270

I 5 -303

5 -315
15317
I[E-325
117 -334
I 1% — 355

15 —402

IS -430

I 2L -601
Ichi — -1
Ichi 7 — 242

Ie % — 405
Tka 2% — 319
Ikeflﬁ—504

ki & — 315
Ikio 2 — 110
Iku & — 151
Ima 4 —292
Imouto #k — 244
In & - 88

In & — 266

In 8K — 399

In 52 — 424

In 5| — 476

Ina H — 68
Inu K — 190
Iro 4 — 473
Ishi f7 — 458
Iso & - 312
Isoga I_ - 586
Ita %y — 105



Ita Jfg — 368
Ito % — 219
Ito 523
Itsu — -1
Itsu . — 179
Iwa fit. — 274

Izumi & — 252

Jatt —271
Ja & - 276
Ja B — 468
Jaku & — 33
Jaku #5 — 461
Jaku 55 — 471
Ji+-18
JiH -55

Ji B -57
Jit-66
Jift—67
Jitz —128
Ji & — 143
Ji %€ — 164
Jif-182
JiF—183
JigZ 195
JisF -213
Ji lRf — 215
JiFf-216
Ji TH — 282
Ji ¢ - 387
Ji g - 416
Ji #1—503
Ji % — 525
Jitk - 536
Jiih - 539
Ji - 543

Jii 1AL - 272

Jika 3T — 390
Jika | — 570
Jiki £ —398
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Jiki B — 570
Jima [ — 556
Jin A\ —13
Jin € — 203
Jin f — 273
Jitsu H —32
Jitsu F - 195
Jo Bl — 108
Jo %z - 235
Jo fIt — 391
Jou 1§ — 156
Jou |k —171
Jou A4 — 208
Jou &7 — 403
Jou % — 418
Jou Bt — 446
Jou JE — 455
Jou 3 — 509
Jut-18
Jus - 577
Juf% — 578
Ju 7 - 607
Juku 75 — 491
Jun % — 204
Juu P -8
Juu + - 18
Juu £ - 167
Juu B — 284
Juu Z& — 546
K4 -292
Ka H -32
Ka & - 89
Ka & - 90
Ka A2 — 144
Ka 5 — 149
Ka [ -172
Ka fE - 211
Ka 7% — 260
Ka #f — 273

Ka {i] — 338
Ka fif — 342
Ka if#f — 361
Ka % — 405
Ka & 415
Ka 'k —443
Ka 7% — 447
Ka J& — 479
Ka fffi — 484
Ka f — 485
Ka ft — 487
Ka £} — 511
Ka & - 522
Ka ik — 534
Ka % — 551
Ka ft — 552
Ka % — 553
Ka #i — 554
Ka % - 587
Ka 7§ — 588
Ka % — 589
Ka # - 596
Kaa £ - 50
Kado £ — 81
Kado [§ — 409
Kae 1% — 356
Kae J7 — 566
Kai [F] — 4
Kai 5t — 69
Kai H —83
Kai ## — 138
Kai & — 223
Kai 2 — 293
Kai ¥ff — 337
Kai [ — 413
Kai K — 444
Kai & — 597
Kai [ — 598
Kaka % — 492



Kakari £% — 492
Kaku & — 54
Kaku [#] — 77
Kaku f4 — 81
Kaku & — 524
Kama f# — 141
Kami | —171
Kami # — 221
Kami 1 — 273
Kami 4%4 374
Kami %% — 501
Kan 18 — 92
Kan % — 197
Kan ¥z — 290
Kan £ — 305
Kan [E] — 411
Kan % — 507
Kan H — 541
Kan #& — 554
Kana 4z — 301

Kaname 22 — 238
Kanara % — 307

Kane 4 — 301
Kanga & — 469
Kano 11 — 371
Kao #H - 95
Kara #% — 230
Kara %% — 248
Kara % — 384

Karada {& — 124

Kare 117 — 371
Karo #£ — 289
Karu £ — 289
Kasa B 284
Kashira 58 —

Kata /7 — 114
Kata /i — 181
Kata 75 — 435
Kata & — 573
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Katachi J& — 573
Katana JJ — 102

Katsu {i — 260
Katsu | — 562
Kawa JI[ — 250
Kawa Hz — 290
Kayo 18 — 365
Kaza J&| — 479
Kaze J&\ — 479
Ke {H — 158
Ke & — 180
Ke it —231
Ke 5 —292
Ke & - 321
Ke 5 — 405
Ke 1k — 487
Ke 5t — 516
Kega {5 — 467
Kei i#% — 224
Kei % — 289
Kei b — 420
Kei 7t — 434
Kei £% — 492
Kei 3{ - 514
Kei 5 — 516
Kei JZ — 573
Ken H. —

Ken K — 190
Ken & — 196
Ken 7 — 363
Ken % — 382
Ken [f] — 411
Ken fiff — 442
Ken {4 — 488
Ken I - 572
Ketsu & — 180
Ketsu #i& — 231
Kewa [& — 196
Ki FE — 41

Ki % - 52
Ki ] - 103
Ki A -118
Ki £% — 137
Ki #L - 140
Ki ¥H — 158
Ki & — 180
Ki M2 — 192
Ki & — 321
Ki % — 327
Ki & — 412
Ki 2 — 452
Ki i — 465
Ki f& — 547
Ki itl — 550
Ki Jf — 566
Ki & — 599
Ki % — 604
Kimi # —419
Kin 4 — 301
Kin T — 390
Kin #) - 517
Kishi /& — 500
Kita 4t — 373
Kitana {5 — 467
Kitsu M2 — 192
Kiwa [ — 379
Kiza Zl| — 565
Ko K -118
Ko [E - 170
Ko - 182
Ko /)» =253
Ko & —292
Ko >k - 327
Ko % — 343
Ko 1A —357
Ko ' —392
Ko # -394
Ko il — 395





